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Jacques Waardenburg's early formation was in the Netherlands, where he was born on 15 March 1930. As a child he experienced the complex pressures of life under the German occupation, and this evidently led to much reflection in the mind of an intelligent and sensitive youth. Though coming from a religious family, he eventually decided against an early option of training for the Christian ministry, and so to the study of theology he added that of the history of religions, in particular of Islam, and in connection with this he also studied Arabic. His student days were spent in Amsterdam and Leiden, but consequent on an extended residence in Paris he published his pioneering thesis in French as L'Islam dans le miroir de l'Occident (1961) . Particularly informative is the revised subtitle of the second edition (1962) Macdonald, Louis Massignon.1 It is notable that this work significantly predates the international discussion of "orientalism" that became popular as a result of Edward Said's Orientalism, which did not appear until 1978. From the time of Waardenburg's work it was already no longer appropriate to speak naively of "Islamic Studies," excellent though early specialists were. It had become necessary to think of self-reflective studies of Islam, including living Islam. This is just the kind of work which he himself pursued over the years through observations in many parts of the world.
In France, Jacques Waardenburg had been greatly influenced by the religiously sensitive Islamologist Louis Massignon, and this reinforced his lifelong view that when studying a religion to which one does not oneself belong it is certainly necessary to empathize with its main concerns. While continuing to explore the academic world, and for that matter the real, social world around him, Waardenburg was able to spend time both in a number of Arab countries and also in North America. Staying at Montreal in 1962 -1963 , he became familiar with the work of Wilfred Cantwell Smith and his particular approach to comparative religion through the notions of "faith" and "cumulative tradition." From 1964 to 1968 he obtained teaching assignments at the University of California (UCLA) in the fields of Arabic and Islamic History and interacted there, at Los Angeles, with the prominent Islamologist Gustave von Grunebaum.2 Jacques Waardenburg then returned to Europe. Here, in teaching and research, his main contributions were made at the universities of Utrecht
